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This appropriation of the text by the teacher happens particularly when
teachers identify errors in usage, diction, and style in a first draft and ask stu-
dents to cotrect these errors when they revise; such comments give the studenc
an impression of the importance of these errors chat is all out of proportion to
how they should view these errors at ¢his point in the process. The commencs
create the concern that these “accidents of discourse” need to be attended to
before the meaning of the text is attended to.

It would not be so bad if students were only commanded to correct errors,
but, more often than not, students are given contradictory messages; they are
commanded to edit a sentence to avoid an etror or to condernse a sentence to
achieve greater brevity of style, and then told in the margins that the particu-
lar paragraph needs to be more specific or to be developed more. An example
of this problem can be seen in the following student paragraph;
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In commenting on chis draft, the teacher has shown the student how to edit
the sentences, but then commands the student to expand the paragraph in
order to make it more intetesting to a reader, The interlinear comments and
the marginal comments tepresent two separate tasks for this student: the inter-
linear comments encourage the student to see che text as a f txed piece, frozen
in time, that just needs some editing, The marginal comments, however, sug-
gest that the meaning of the text is not fixed, but rather that the student still
needs to develop the meaning by doing some more research. Studencs are com-
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